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(2) 
Pf na a Butler, the firſt Duke of Ormonde, was ſo eminent a Perſon in his time, 


J and had fo great a ſhare in the moſt momentous tranſactions of it within the 
kingdom of Ireland, that it is really ſurprizing no body has yet attempted to 
write his Life; a work which could not fail of being agrecable, and, if well executed, 
very uſeful to the world; and therefore much deſired by men better qualified than 
my ſelf to undertake it, who had known him perſonally whilſt he lived, and after 
his death honoured his memory. Whether the difficulty of doing juftice to the ſub- 
jet, for want of proper materials, diſcouraged ſome, or the immenſe pains requiſite 
to examine and digeſt the vaſt quantity of them ſtill preſerved in his family, deterred 
others from engaging in it, the work hath been always deferred. But having about 
Midſummer A. D. 1730, finiſhed another work of inconceivable labour, which had 
employed me for ſeveral years; and being then at leiſure, as well as in a diſpoſition 
to undertake another, a great part of thoſe materials were put into my hands. They 


_ conſiſted of papers of ſtate, the orders, reſolutions, and letters of the Privy Council 


of Ireland, the diſpatches of the King and Secretaries of State in England, the re- 
lations, intelligence, and original letters of officers in the army, and other perſons 
concerned in actions, or employed in negotiations, and copies of his Grace's own let- 
ters from before the Tr;ſh Rebellion in 1641, till the Reſtoration of King Charles 
II. Theſe I peruſed, examined, digeſted and bound up in order of time: But finding 
ſtill a defect of papers, letters, and memoirs after that latter period, and being re- 
tolved to ſparc no fatigue or expence in furniſning myſelf with all the materials ne- 
ceſſary to enable me to do juſtice to the ſubject, and ſer every tranſaction in its true 


light, I made a journey to Treland in queſt of them. The event far ſurpaſſed my 


expectations; I found all his Grace's collection of letters and papers of ſtate from the 
Reſtoration till within two years of his death, which I likewiſe digeſted and bound 
up in their order, according to the ſcrics of time or the nature of the ſubject, both 


together making about eighty large volumes in folio. Nor was ths all; I met with 


the Marquis of Clanricarde's memoirs, (not that imperfect sketch of the Lorrain treaty, 
publiſhed a few years ago, but his letters and obſervations from the beginning of 
the war,) and various other curious accounts of tranſactions; the Gentlemen of 
Ireland, with great humanity , ſhewing all poflible readineſs to aſſiſt me in diſcovering, 
and all the frankneſs that I could deſire in communicating to me whatever mate- 
rials they cither had in their own, or had heard of in others hands, which might 
be uſeful to my work. Nor did my ſearches ſtop here : but fortme favouring my 
enquiries, I have, ſince my return, had an opportunity of peruſing al the inſtructions, 
letters and papers of Signor Rinuccini Archbiſhop of Fermo, which have opened to me 
all the views of that papal Nuncio, as well as the meaſures and ſecrit negotiations of 
his party. f . | 

Pöſlelled thus of the beſt materials, I would not yet neglect othes leſs authentick 
in their nature, or leſs conſiderable for their matter. All the particulir relations pub- 
liſhed at the time of cach action, as well as the books wrote by privite perſons, and 


printed ſoon afterwards, I have ſtudiouſly ſought for, and collected geat numbers of 


them, beſides what have made their appearance in the world under the venerable title 
of Hiſtories. But the inexactneſs, confuſion, miſtakes, falſhoods, anc contradictions 
that appear in thoſe particular accounts, ſerved rather to perplex than clear up mat- 
ters; and it would have been impoſlible to diſtinguiſh truth from falſhool, or fact from 
invention, without the help of thoſe authentick memoirs beforementiomd. Inſtructed 
by theſe, as my unerring guides, and conſcious to my ſelf of no byaſ: on my judg- 
ment, of no partiality or prejudice to any party of men, much lets to particular per- 
ſons, (unknown to me, and deceaſed before my time) of no view buttruth, and of 
a reſolution to deliver it (let it preſs where it will) nakedly and fairly down to po- 
ſterity, I may venture to promiſe the world a juſt and impartial account of the tranſ- 
actions of the times in which the firſt Duke of Ormonde lived, and bore o active and 
conſidcrable a part. He was born A. D. 1610. juſt after the reduction & all Ireland 
under the Engliſh government, and the plantation of Ulſter, in which yrovince the 
rebellion firſt began; and he died A. D. 1688. on the eve of another grat Revolu- 
tion in that Kingdom. He was Lord Lieutenant and chief Governor of it, at ſeve- 
ral times, for above thirty years, and had the direction of affairs there n the moſt 
critical junctures, and the buſieſt times of action within that period; particularly in the 
troubles that followed the Inſurrection of 1641, in the ſettlement of the Kingdom 


after 


a o 


= „ 
* 


—̃ or er nn 


"= * 


. 
R mer err eto — 5 
* 


pw — 


— 


43 


after the Reſtoration, and in the turbulent times of the Popiſh plot, when he pre- 
ſerved Ireland in peace by the wiſdom and ſteadineſs of a conduct, which (to uſe the words 
of a great * man who was witneſs of it) 7s not to be paralleled in hiſtory. In repreſent- 
ing his Grace's conduct, and the motives of it in thoſe various, and all of them dif- 
ficult circumſtances and ſituations of affairs, (for he was never employed in any other) 
1 cannot avoid making ſome remarks upon the conduct of ſome other perſons ; but 
in giving an account of both, I ſhall proceed with the ſtricteſt regard to truth, and 
carry my exactneſs ſo far as to aſſert nothing without authentick teſtimonies and 
proofs for it ; being reſolved to make an experiment, whether an Hiſtory may not 
meet with a fair reception in the world, although it be embelliſhed with no rea- 
ſonings founded upon the idle conjectures of the writer, which are not to be ad- 
mitted where the characters of men and the truth of facts are concerned. I ſhall 
make no reflections but what are grounded upon undeniable facts, or ariſe from the 
nature of things, which, as being leſs liable to be diſputed, will, I conceive, be more 
uſeful than any conjectures that are calculated to flatter the paſſions, prejudices, or 
intereſts of mankind. I have no intent to revive the animoſities between parties in 
thoſe days whercof I write; I wiſh them all buried with the times, and would not 
raiſe a flame which, I hope, at the diſtance of ſo many years, is quite extint. I only 
wiſh that a view of the wickedneſs, perverſeneſs, and violence of a former age may, 
out of a conſideration of the miſeries which attended them, make the preſent and 
future times deteſt a repetition thereof; and J ſhall have an ample ſatisfaction for my 
well meant pains in this Hiſtory, if it contributes to make every body in that coun- 
try, which is the ſcene of the actions it deſcribes, correct the miſtakes and tranſcribe 
the virtues of their anceſtors, and make every body in my own learn ſomething more 
than they have yet practiſed, of the true art of governing their provinces, | 
As the world ſeems generally convinced that no repreſentation can conyey ſo 


clear a notion of any perſon's character and conduct as his own letters, and as nothing 


will do greater juſtice to 91 Duke of Ormonde in thoſe reſpects, than the making of 
his known to the world, 


ſhall thercfore publiſh my Hiſtory of his Life and Times 
with ſuch letters and papers as relate to his particular conduct, or ſerve for vouchers 


related in the body of it, in two volumes, and in a third his Grace's letters of buſineſs, 
(one of which is annexed as a ſpecimen) with thoſe of the King and Secretaries of 
State conveying to him orders and inſtruftions, and of ſome other great men, when 
they contain curious accounts of the ſtate of the nation, or any material part of the 
tranſactions in it. Theſe will ſerve as ſo many proofs of the Hiſtory I write, and 
will on other accounts be agreeable to the publick, who ſhall not be troubled with 
any of leſs conſequence, cxcept a few which are proper to ſhew the ſituation of his 
Grace's mind in the moſt diſtreſſed condition of his own affairs, and thoſe of his 
Maſtcr and Country. 

There is one point however, in which I muſt deſire the opinion of the judicious. 
Even in the letters of Secretaries of State, giving an account of the ſtate of affairs 
in England, and directions for the management of thoſe in Ireland, there are of- 
ten paſlages relating to private perſons which do not concern the publick : As I hate 
to publiſh any thing that is impertinent and trifling, my inclination is to leave out 
theſe, (and I will promiſe the world to leave out no other) for, as to the mention 
made of Engliſh affairs in ſuch letters, tho' they do not relate to what is properly 
the ſubject of my Hiſtory, I am perſuaded they will not in the main be diſagreeable 
to the Reader. I ſhall be glad to hear, and ready to follow advice upon this ſubject, 


February 2, 1733. 


The 
Lord Chief Juſtice Keating. 
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CONDITION Ss 


I. This work will conſiſt of three volumes, amounting to upwards - 
of four hundred ſheets, and will be printed on the fame paper, 
and with the ſame letter as the ſpecimen annexed. 


II. The price to ſubſcribers is three guineas, one to be paid down, 
and the other two upon the delivery of the three volumes in ſheets. 


III. A number will be printed on royal paper, at the price of fix 


guineas. 


IV. The work will be put to the preſs in July next, (by which time 
the author hopes to compute the number of his N and 
will be carried on with all poſſible expedition. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by G. STRAHaN, at the Golden-Ball in 
Cornhill; F. Gries, near Middle. Row, Holborn; R. WILLIAusON, 
near Grey -Inn- Gate; T. Woorrod, at the Three Daggers over- 
againſt St. Dunſtan's Church, in Fleetſtreet; T. Lewis, under Tom's 


Coffee-Houſe, in Ruſſel- Street Corent-Gaiden'; and Mr. CitmenTs, 
Bookſeller in Oxford. 
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LORD DIGBY 


SECRETARY of STATE. 


My LoR p, 


OUR letter of the 29th, and a copy of your other of the 17th of Nowem- 
ber, came to my hands the 17th of December, but the original of the lettet 
is not yet come, nor the commiſſion * mentioned in it, though the winds 
have ſeemed to us fair from Briſtol. When it comes I ſhall receive that high mark 
of his Majcſty's favour and truſt with all thankfulneſs and humble ſubmiſſion to his 
pleaſure, not troubling him with a diſcourſe of my unfitneſs tor it, and the unfitneſs 
of it for me. Nor will I endeavour (by ſhewing the confluence of difficulties that 
apparently I muſt ſtrive with in his ſervice) to foreſtal his ever gracious acceptance of 
what I ſhall be able to do, or anticipate a favourable conſtruction, if I fall ſhort of his 
expectation. But in confidence of his Juſtice, (ſince no ambition other than that of 
ſerving him, could draw my conſent to be raiſed to a place from whence my weakneſs 
muſt be more perſpicuous, my errors multiplied, and perhaps laid up for me,) I ſhall, 
without more to do, apply myſelf entirely and faithfully to his ſervice in all places 
and conditions, whercin his bounty ſhall ſet, or his pleaſure remove me. And my 
hopes to effect ſomething worthy ſo great and gracious a Maſter, even in this di- 
ſtreſſed ſtation, is much the ſtronger, in that I am to receive his commands by your 
Lordſhip, whoſe judgment renders them ſo plain and directory, and unto whoſe 
honour and nobleneſs J dare commit my apprehenſions with a ſecure freedom. 

My Lord, before I received your diſpatch of the 29th, and copy of that of the 
17th, the forces I had means to tranſport, were embarked, and I hope ſafely landed 
on that ſide; and truſt their conſtancy to the oath they took. The too late coming of 
thoſe letters hath decided the queſtion touching my going with them or ſtay here. But 
I muſt confeſs to your Lordſhip, had thoſe letters come to me before their departure, 
I ſhould have been much confounded in my reſolutions which courſe to have taken; 
the neceſſity of a ſpeedy one in a matter of ſo high importance, denying me time 
to beſecch his Majeſty to command my perſon to whatſoever action or place he 
ſhould judge it to be uſeful, but not to ſubject my faithfulneſs to the miſconſtruction 
that might be made of any want of skill and ill ſucceſs in the choice I ſhould make 
where to ſerve him. And what had then been my anſwer, is now my humble ſuit 
for the future. | 

To the firſt point of your Lordſhip's of the 29th of November, I ſhall uſe my in- 
duſtry to prevent the breaking out of the rebellion during the ceſſation, and will 
particularly endeavour to contain the Jriſb, by thoſe means preſcrib'd by your Lord- 
ſhip. But there are ſome things to be done on that ſide, which may very much con- 
duce to the ſame end, and other things to be forborn, which may be deſtruQtive to 
what I labour herc. 


Firſt, I conceive it very needful that power be fent to receive to mercy and 


grant his Majeſty's free pardon for life and lands, to ſuch of the [r;fh as ſhall return to 


his Majcſty's obedience. By this means, I am perſuaded if there ſhould be any di- 
ſturbance cndcavoured by the worſt affected, it may be poſſible ſo to divide them, 
and engage ſome of them againſt others, that much ſafety will be thereby derived 


of Lord Lieutenant. 
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to his Majeſty's intereſts, and to his proteſtant ſubjects here; and at the worſt, footing 
may be kept in the principal places of this kingdom, till the diſtractions of that ſhall 
end, and his Majeſty be in caſe to proſecute ſuch as ſhall interrupt the aſſiſtance he 
may have by the quiet and uninterrupted management of his affairs here. I know 
not how congruous the granting of ſuch power may be to the act aſſented to by 
his Majeſty in England, or what may be inferred out of his diſpenſing with it to his 
prejudice there: But I am confident, if the war break out here again, it can never end 
proſperouſly or ſeaſonably without that courſe be held. In the mean time it may be 
kept as a private reſerve to be made uſe of only, when the evident danger of the 
loſs of the kingdom calls for it. This was it I intended in my letter of the 16th of 
November to your Lordſhip, which I offered to his Majeſty's conſideration in my letter 
of the 8th of November, directed to Mr. Secretary Nicholas. 

A ſecond means is, that of ſending hither ſupply of victuals and other proviſions 
which may with more caſe and ſpeed be got at Briſtol, and elſewhere, whereunto I find 
by your Lordſhip's of the 29th of November, there are already ſo forward inclinations 
on that ſide, that I ſhall add nothing in this point to what I wrote in my letter of the 2d 
of December, ſent by Col. Warren; but our wants encreaſing to a deſperate height, 
and with them my doubts that the 1r;ſh will be flow in the payments they are to make 
to us; and this being ſo eſſential towards the performance of what his Majeſty may 
expect from hence, I have, in confidence of your Lordſhip's recommendation, ſent the 
bearer Mr. Sommers with this diſpatch, and principally to ſollicit this part of it. 

A third way is that propoſed by your Lordlhip of entertaining the Triſh with hopes 
of good conditions in thoſe things, whercon their hearts are moſt ſer, and by gain- 
ing upon the ambition of leading men. To do this latter effectually, it will help 
much that there be no haſty diſpoſing of places that are or ſhall be void; which, if it 
ſhould be, and to perſons hateful or ſtrangers to Ireland, would take from them 
all hope to be made capable of places of honour and advantage, or at leaſt perſuade 
them, that ſuch a capacity would be as ineffectual to them as an incapacity, in permit- 
ting of their perſons nearer the court. And certainly, they cannot be cntertained with any 
hope more pleaſing to them than that, which I find ſtrong in the moſt moderate of them, 
and the want of it aſſigned as the moſt forcible cauſe of their firſt taking arms, though 
they held that of religion fitteſt to engage the people; which will be the thing they 
will break upon, if they fail in their expectations in this and other things conducing 
unto ir. I tell your Lordſhip their aims, but am as far from adviſing, as I would be 
careful to avoid any engagement that may be diſhonourable to the King, or hurtful to 
his affairs elſewherc. 

But, if it be more necdful to diſpoſe of places out of hand, and that it may ſtand 
with his Majeſty's pleaſure, to fill ſome of them with Iriſh that are Proteſtants, and that 
have not been for the extirpation of the papiſt natives, it will much ſatisfy both, and 
cannot be juſtly excepted againſt. This I write now, becauſe I have heard his Majeſty 
is much preſſed for places, but intend no ſtop to what your Lordſhip may deſire for 
your friend, who in that, and in your deſcription of him, is without my exception. 

To this may be added, that there be no countenance given on that ſide to ſome 
that may pretend to be powerful with the [r;ſh, and may promiſe to work them to 
orcat matters for the King, whereby it may fall out that, to compals particular deſigns, 
which perhaps their ambition perſuades them to attempt, he may promiſe the [; 
ſuch high conditions, as will leſſen the juſt eſteem they ought to have of what his Ma- 
jeſty may graciouſly and really incline to afford them. It will make them think they 
have a ncarer and more caſy way to their ends, than by thoſe in whom his Majeſty 
| hath placed his authority, and by whom he expects they ſhould be contained in obe- 
dience, and made uſeful to him. And if there be difficulty made to grant thoſe things 
which ſuch an undertaker may make them believe his Majeſty is inclinable unto, (tho 
their unreaſonableneſs in themſelves, or the danger that yielding to them would bring 
on the King, neceſſitates a denial or ſuſpenſion,) that interruption will be held by 
them to be the work of the Governor, againſt whom they will then have ſuch re- 
judice, that whatever he propounds will be ſuſpected and fruitleſs. To this ſuſpicion, 
and to a credulity in any man that comes never ſo little countenanced and pleaſing 
to their hopes, there are no people more prone. I inſiſt the more upon this point, 


for that there hath already ſomething been done in this kind: Particularly they have 


been told by ſome they believe in, from that ſide or here, that money given at Court 


would 
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would more advantage them, than any they could give here. This wrought ſo in the 
retarding of the payment here, that, had not my private credit gotten a thoutand 
pounds from divers places, the men that came ſo opportunely into North ales, had 
not gone ſo ſoon, if at all. 

To the ſecond, I have, ſince I received your Lordſhip's, employed all my skill to 
ſtop the going over of the Scots army, which I hope will prevail, ſince it is advantaged 
by the intereſt and importunity of the Scots, formerly poſſeſſed of a great part of the 
North, and now deſiring to drive out, and fearing to be driven out by the 1r;ſh. 
And perhaps Monroe will be inclinable, having marricd the late Lord of Ardes his 
widow. If theſe conſiderations fail, I ſhall look out the fitteſt temptations I can 
think of, but our condition is ſo miſerably poor, that I can make no probable offers; 
therefore I deſire to be put into a way from that fide. In this buſineſs I ſhall make uſe 
of Sir James Montgomery, who profeſſeth very good affections to the King's ſervice, 
and hath given ſome proofs of it, by ſending frequent intelligence. From him I had 
the papers ſent by the Lords Juſtices to Mr. Secretary Nicholas. I choſe that publick 
way of diſpatch, to engage the whole board againſt that party; and I mention this to do 
the gentleman right, and that his Majeſty may be pleaſed to ſignify his gracious ac- 
ccptance of his ſervice for his encouragement. 

My Lord, the keeping the Scots here hath an appearance of preſent danger to 
Ireland, and annoyance to England in time. And though perhaps their ſtay may 
at once weaken the intended invaſion of England by that nation, and moderate the 
aims of this, yet if they be largely ſupplied, and we not at all, it may prove very 
dangerous to his Majeſty's intereſt here, and immediately deſtructive to his beſt ſub— 
jects. This is a preſſing motive to haſten to us ſupplies, elſe they will ſeduce our 
men, as they have done ſome. 

I cannot find that Argyle or General Leſley are come or looked for, nor can I 
promiſe any more than the attempt of what is propoſed, I mcan in one part of it; 
for the other I am in good hope to effect it. | 

As to the diſpoſing of the principal Ir;h to come with forces into England or 
Scotland, as his Majcſty ſhall appoint, this ſeems to be inconſiſtent with the ſtay of 
the Scots here, and cannot in any conſiderable proportion be expected, in caſe the 
Scots withdraw their forces. However all poſſible means ſhall be uſed to prepare 
them for it on this ſide, which may be furthered there, when their agents come. I 
hold it my duty to adviſe, that nothing conſiderably prejudicial to his Majeſty here or 
there, be haſtily granted to them, upon the hope or promiſe of this laſt condition; 
for, if peace be made, I hope to do that into the bargain. 

The Earl of Antrim is now at Court, where he will give an account of his ſucceſs 
and intentions. | 

I am in ſome hope, one way or other, to get arms and ammunition of the J7r/ſh, 
which ſhall be beſtowed as your Lordſhip directs. If I could aſſure payment, I could 
not want that commodity in any proportion I would deſire. I have yet in this pro- 
vince many more men than J can poſſibly maintain, and therefore I am ſending two 
regiments more to the King's ſervice in England, and four troops of horſe. I take 
this time, his Majeſty's fleet being on the coaſt of Males, to ſecure the ſhips of Liver- 
pool, and before the Parliament ſhips come upon this; elſe their ſervice may be loſt 
there, and their burden may unavoidably haſten and increaſe the wants that already ter- 
ribly threaten us. | 

I have ſuch obligations to my Lady Ducheſs of Buckingham, that ſhe can com- 
mand me in nothing, wherein 1 ſhall not with any hazard ro my ſelf ſerve her: yet 
I know not how to adviſe the granting of the Lord of Vane's wardſhip to her Lord, 
or his ſiſter, the young Lord's mother, (for either of thoſe muſt, 1 ſuppoſe, be the 
end of her deſiring it) the ſcandal would be ſo great and generally taken here. 
Your Lordſhip may do me a very noble favour to let me be rightly underſtood in 
this particular, „5 

I ſhall deſire the King would do his ſervice entruſted with me the right, and me 
the honour to hear me, before he diſpoſes of ſuch places here as are or ſhall be void. 
In this I fear no miſconſtruction, the reaſon of my humble deſire being as plain, as my 
intentions are free from any particular end of advantage to my ſelf, more than what 


1 hope to derive from a faithful and ſucceſsful performance of my duty in the place 
I am to do it. 


My 
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My advice for the continuance of the Parliament came to be known to ſome about 


the Court, that gave intimation of it to the Jriſb: I ſhall notwithſtanding continue to 
deliver my opinion freely and faithfully, But if it be not unneceſſarily repreſented to 
them, as an hinderer of their deſires, I ſhall the better be able to ſerve the King in 
what he expects. I ſuſpect Sir Brian Onezle, but wiſh that none of the Triſh be made 
acquainted with my diſpatches. | 

My Lord, if this letter contained only my own buſineſs, I had to anſwer for the 
unmannerly length of it: It hath been long} a writing, and been ſtayed ſome time 
for a wind. I am, 


Tour Lordſhip's 


Moſt humble Servant, 
Dublin, 13 Jan. 1643. 


ORMONDE, 


I beſcech your Lordſhip to continue this cypher, which will be much for expedition 
and caſe. 

If my Lady Ducheſs could find a truſty Proteſtant to take her buſineſs in his name, 
it might be done without noiſe. 


N. B Though this letter is wrote in Cypher, as moſt of thoſe of the King and Se- 
cretaries of State are, yet it is decyphered in the Duke of Ormonde's own hand, it 
being his Grace's general practice to decypher his letters himſelf, ſcarce ever leaving 
that trouble even to his Secretaries, in whom he moſt confided. 
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